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©rigtii aiii) ©bjects of tl)c Soctetg. 

The American Ethnological Society is permanently established 
in the City of New York. It was founded, in 1842, by the Hon. 
Albert Gallatin^ for many years Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, who was elected its first President, and who continued 
to hold that ofiice until his death, in 1 849. He was the principal 
contributor to its Proceedings, and was the- most active promoter of 
its objects. 

These objects are: "The prosecution of inquiries into the origin, 
progress, and characteristics of the various rac-es of men," especially 
into " the origin and history of the aboriginal American nations, and 
the phenomena connected therewith ; the diversity of languages, the 
remains of ancient art, and traces of ancient civilization in Mexico, 
Central America, and Peru ; the arts, sciences, and mythology of the 
American nations; and the earth-works- and other monuments of the 
United States." 

The Society, for the furtherance of its objects, d«sires to enroll, 
in its list of members a'nd correspondents, gentlemen of kindred tastes 
and studies in all parts of the world. It is also desirous of making 
regular exchanges of its Transactions, and other Publications, for those 
of similar Institutions, — Archaeological, Ethnological, Geogi-aphical, 
Statistical, etc. 

Foreign Letters and Parcels may be addressed to the Society 
(through the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.), care of the 
New York Historical Society; or to Henry T. Drowne, 52 Wall 
Street, New York. 
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Dr. Carl Hermann Berendt was born on the 12th of November, 
1817, in the City of Dantzic, Prussia. He was educated in the 
Gymnasiums of Dantzic and Konigsberg, and entered the University 
of the latter place in 1838. He studied afterwards in the Universities 
of Heidelberg, Freiberg and Berlin, and passed his examinations in 
physic, surgery, and obstetrics, thereby becoming Doctor of Medicine 
in 184Z. At a later period he visited the Universities of Halle, Prague, 
and Breslau, where he gained much experience whilst serving as volun- 
tary assistant in a clinical and obstetrical institution and lunatic asylum. 
In 1848, he was a member of the Frankfurt vor Parliament. In the 
same year he married Miss Anna Beck, of Freiberg (daughter of the 
late celebrated surgeon. Dr. Beck, of the University in that city), and 
settled in Graudenz, in West Prussia. In 1851, Dr. Berendt 
emigrated to the United States. Subsequently he visited Central 
America and Mexico, and resided for seven years in Vera Cruz, 
rriaking, occasionally, large excursions into the interior of the 
couhtry. It was during his stay at Tabasco that he concluded 
to relinquish the medical profession, after twenty years of con- 
stant practice, and dedicate himself to pursuits in natural his- 
tory, geography, archseology and ethnology ; his particular specialty 
being the study of the Tribes and Languages belonging to the great 
Maya Family. 

In 1866, after having visited the almost unknown territory of 
Peten, Guatemala, Dr. Berendt returned to New York, where he 
remained several months. He left again for Central America on the 
22nd of August, 1868, on a journey of exploration, through Tabasco, 
Chiapas and Guatemala. His collections of natural history are already 
well known. His geographical surveys in those regions promise to 
give an entirely new face to the parts of our maps relating to Mexico 
and Central America. 

Dr. Berendt is not only greatly interested in the Indians, but 
is much beloved by them. He has lately adopted a little orphan 
Indian boy of great promise (Jos6 Sabino Uc), whom he is educating. 
Whilst living among the independent Lacandon Indians, he has 
induced them to settle in society and give up their isolated dwellings 



in the woods, for village life. His patriotic exertions in this regard 
were highly appreciated by the Government of Guatemala, — a result 
the Spanish and native authorities several times sought to bring about, 
but always without success, because attempted by force. 

To Dr. Berendt * belongs the honor of having proposed (in 1866) 
to D. Joaquin, Garcia Icazbalzeta, of Mexico, the plan for the valuable 
work Apuntes para un Catalogo de Autores, that gentleman being the 
only scholar equal to the task, which has since been so admirably 
accomplished. His appreciation of the works , of Gallatin, Stephens, 
Squier, , Turner, Haven, Trumbull, and others, is manifested in his 
desire to give full credit to" their labors and researches. He has 
written a number of articles, which have appeared in Petermann's 
Geographische Mittheilimgen, and other German periodicals. He 
has also in preparation, nearly ready for the press, a reproduction of 
the Maya language, in the form of a voluminous Dictionary of over 
2,500 quarto pages in manuscript, with a comparative review, of all the 
Indian languages spoken between the Isthmuses of Tehuantepec and 
Honduras (embracing more than 600 words in each), which comprises 
all the languages belonging to the Maya family. 

His Analytical Alphabet for the Mexican and Central American 
Languages is herewith presented, very carefully executed in fac-simile ^ 
for the American Ethnological Society, from the original manuscript, 
by the American Photo-Lithographic Company. It is printed, however, 
by the subscriptions of Messrs. George Folsom, Alexander I. Cotheal, 
Thomas Ewbank, John Torrey, George H. Moore, E. George Squier, 
Charles C. Jones, Jr., Charles E. West, T. Stafford Drowne, Daniel 
M. Tredwell, Henry R. Stiles, Charles Rau, Thos. W. Field, Juan 
N. Navarro, Charles P. Daly, and (the writer) Henry T. Drowne. 

New York, March 2, 1869. 



* His letters from Merida de Yucatan, of November aist, 1868, mention the 
recent discovery of many valuable manuscripts. He had also obtained some very 
curious particulars with regard to the Maya Indians from an examination of ancient 
manuscripts found in the Indian villages of that country, and known under the 
name of Lihro de Chilam Balam, which he intends, ere long, to communicate to 
the Society. 

JL, Mr. Folsom, one of the Founders of the Society, and for the last ten years 
its honored President, died suddenly in Rome, Italy, on Saturday, the 27th of March, 
1869. He will long be remembered for his genial interest, his liberality, and efficient 
services, not only in behalf of this Association, but also of the New York Historical, the 
American Geographical, and many other kindred societies in Europe and America. *J* 
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QA?- qJLi^/^x. kayume, yan-ebt ti k^HXncb, kilitxkuntabak 
(( fial'ct^ tak k'oKol a-^ cijo'^lil; u.fekiittabak a'' olaj ti lau-m 
ba'^X tr k"ane; tia ka Samalkin "oj t^on jelela«. gatex ix ka 
jjaxil, ba^ ko, safeik ti K' ajpa.xo«b; ma^x a ^atik ka iubul 
li luntctbale jet^ak luSesoii itti Mobil. 

eJ$s «,^&ss«'i!*s<!« .• padre -nuestro. ke eslas en loS S'eloS; SQit- 
lifikado Se"^ tu iiombTe, vengcuanos pi ttt re»no,- dgaSe tit 
vo 11110.1001 asi en la, t'erra koiuo en el Sielo; «1 pan iT'^estro 
cle Kadct. 3i\'^ dcmosle o» ; i perdonanos n"'estraS dc^dcLs 
asi komd nosotros perdo'na'm.os a- n^estroa cie"clores ; i 
no no 5 dejeS kaCr en teutasi'0ri,'ma9 libr-anos deinotl. 

CL/& i^^f^zesi^? . later unJer dor di* bist im himmel, 
gelieilicjet Jei deiTi nawey dem Tejj koin'ma^ d«in ville 
gexehe vi im hinimel, alio cmj ouf drderi; liiifer tctglijes 
brot gib uaiS heiite,- ivnt fergin uns imieve Kull, vi vir fer^ 
gaten I'mJern sciildigerw; wnt f tire uns tiijt*n. ferSUJuvg , 
ioTidei'w erloJe uns fon dent illiel. 










